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(54) [Title of the Invention] KARAOKE SYSTEM WITH ACCOUNTING 
DEVICE 

(57) [Abstract] 

(Problem to be Solved] To allow charging a different amount of usage 
charge depending upon the type of ancillary amusement functions 
associated with karaoke performance or that of karaoke tunes. 
(Solution] The system includes devices 26, 27 , 30, 40 and the like 
for performing amusement functions such as rating, when a command 
to performs these ancillary functions is given, a central processing 
unit 11 controls the devices 26, 27 , 30, 40 and the like so as to 
operate, during reproduction and output of karaoke information. 
A coin box 60 adapted to store the settings of usage charges required 
for karaoke reproduction and for performing the ancillary functions 
and adapted to collect a usage charge is provided. The central 
processing unit 11 calculates an amount of usage charge depending 
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upon the operation contents designated by the user, and transmits 
a charge data corresponding to the amount of usage charge to the 
coin box 60. An operation panel 17 is used to change the settings 
of the usage charges. The usage charges required for karaoke 
reproduction are set to be different depending upon the type of 
data format of the selected tunes, such as MIDI or PCM sound source. 
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[0029] 

<Sticker Photographing Fuiiction> 

A video printer 26 is interposed in the display output path 
connecting the display control section 12 and the display 22, In 
the normal operation mode, a display output from the display control 
section 12 simply passes through the video printer 26 to be sent 
to the display 22. This mode is referred to as the through mode. 
The system 1 additionally includes a video camera 27, which is 
installed in the vicinity of the display 22 and adapted to photograph 
faces of people viewing the screen. 
[0030] 

When the central processing unit 11 sends a freeze command signal 
to the video printer 26 in response to an operation input by the 
user, an image data being displayed at the moment is held in an 
internal RAM of the video printer 26, and the display 22 displays 
the held image data as a still image. This is referred to as the 
freeze mode. When the central processing unit 11 sends a through 
command signal to the video printer 26, then the foregoing through 
mode comes back, when the central processing unit 11 sends a print 
command signal to the video printer 26 in the foregoing freeze mode, 
a process of printing the image data held in the internal RAM of 
the video printer 26 (the foregoing still image) on a sheet starts, 
and the through mode comes back at the same time. 
[0031] 

The hard disk device 20 stores a multiplicity of decoration design 
data to be added to a people image photographed by the video camera 
27, In general, a decoration design herein refers to a decorative 
illustration designed to border a face photograph, and decoration 
design data refer to such illustration images of a compressed and 
encoded form. 
[0032] 

The central processing unit 11 reads out a decoration design data 
from the hard disk device 20 and decodes it, and then expands a 
bitmap data of the decoration design in the video RAM 13. The 
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display control section 12 performs synthesis such that the people 
image photographed by the video camera 27 is fitted in the decoration 
design in the video RAM 13* and then sends the synthesized image 
data via the video printer 26 to the display 22 to display it. When 
the video printer 26 is in the foregoing through mode, the 
synthesized image to be displayed is a combination of a motion image 
being photographed by the video camera 27 and a still decoration 
design as a surrounding frame. When the video printer 26 turns to 
the freeze mode, the synthesized image at the moment is fixed as 
it is displayed, and when a print command is further given in this 
state, the synthesized image is printed. 
10033] 

The decoration designs include some designed for a close-up face 
photograph of one person, other designed for a two-shot photograph 
in which two people stay close to each other, still other designed 
for a group photograph of more people, and the like. These designs 
are classified in advance as they are produced, and each of the 
decoration design data is given a classification code showing its 
classification. As will be described in order below, when a 
decoration design data is to be selected in the people photographing 
mode of the terminal device 1, choices of the number of people to 
be photographed are offered to the user on the display 22, According 
to one of the choices designated by the user, the system reads out 
a plurality of decoration design data corresponding to the 
classification from the hard disk device 20 to display them on the 
display 20, and then allows the user to select a desired one. 
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